HERMITAGE HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH 				
FINANCIAL FITNESS WEEK 1
MATTHEW 25:14-30
MARCH 3, 2013

HIGHLIGHTS
> BIBLICAL EMPHASIS: MATTHEW 25:15-30
> MEMORY VERSE: “NOW IT IS REQUIRED THAT THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN GIVEN A
TRUST MUST PROVE FAITHFUL.”—1 CORINTHIANS 2:4

PREPARATION
Getting Started
- Newspaper
- Tape (clear or masking)
- Scissors
- Paper bags
- Foil-wrapped coin candy or other small tokens
- Optional: play dough, chenille stems, building blocks
-	Place several sheets of newspaper, a roll of tape, and a pair of scissors in each bag
along with any optional items you choose to use (1 bag per team).
Understanding
- 31 pennies
- 2 small clear plastic bowls
-	Place 15 pennies in a bowl and set to the side of the group area. Place other pennies
in another bowl and place near you.
Application
- Copies of Activity Pages
- Pencils, crayons, or markers
-	Write the words and reference of 1 Corinthians 4:2 on the poster and display. Number
each word in the verse.
-	Write the words and reference of 1 Corinthians 4:2 on a sheet of paper and photocopy
(1 per team)
- Optional: signs labeled “Agree,”“Disagree,” and “I’m not sure”
- Tape (if using signs)

PRAYER FOCUS
Pray for the Financial Fitness series and our church body. Pray for the parents
of the kids you teach, that they might reinforce what kids are learning at
Hermitage Hills. Pray for your own teaching, the kids you teach, and their
openness to hear God’s word.
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TEACHING PLAN
GETTING STARTED (10 MINUTES)
This time is designed to help organize children as they are entering their rooms and
begin to help them think about the main idea for the week.

BUILD SOMETHING									
As the children arrive, form teams of two to six kids. Give each team a bag of supplies.
Challenge the teams to use the “stuff” in the bag to build something. They may use only
what is in the bag to build something useful, something attractive, or something funny.
Give the kids five minutes to work, and then call time. Invite each group to display and
explain their work. Lead the children to applaud for each entry. The entry that received
the loudest applause wins. Give each kid a foil-wrapped coin candy or other small token.
Give each member of the winning team an extra foil-wrapped coin candy or other small
token.
Point out that each team had to use just what was given to them to make something.
Say: “Today you will discover how you can use what you have to serve God.”
OPTION FOR OLDER KIDS: Give each group fewer supplies, and challenge them to be a
bit more creative. Allow kids to judge based on different categories, rather than just best
overall (i.e.: funniest, most useful, most bazaar, etc.)

UNDERSTANDING
INTRODUCE THE MEMORY VERSE							
Say, “Today we are learning what it means to be a faithful steward, and we will have a
memory verse and a Bible story to help us understand those words.”
Introduce the memory verse. Continue: “I know God wants you to be a faithful steward
because the Bible says so.” Lead the kids to open their Bibles to the memory verse, 1
Corinthians 4:2. Call on several volunteers to read the verse. If children have different
versions of the Bible, discuss the different words and explain that the meaning is the
same.
TELL THE BIBLE STORY								
Show the bowls of pennies. Explain that for the story each penny will represent a talent.
Place one bowl of pennies beside you and the other bowl of pennies to the side of the
room. Invite three children to help you tell the story. Introduce yourself as the master and
the three children as your servants. Instruct the three servants to go to the bowl on the
other side of the room when they receive their talents (pennies).
Open your Bible to Matthew 25. Say: “Matthew recorded Jesus’ parable about a man and
his three servants. Listen to the story.” Tell the Bible story with expression, pausing for the
actions in parentheses.
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TEACHING PLAN
Parable of the Talents
One day a man decided to go on a trip. He called his three servants to him and gave
them his possessions to care for while he was gone. He decided how much each servant
would manage. He gave the first servant five talents, the second servant two talents, and
the third servant one talent. (Give the servants the varying amounts of pennies and send
them away.) Then the man left for his trip.
As soon as the master was gone, the servant who received five talents put his talents to
work and earned five more talents. (Pause for the first servant to get five pennies from
the second bowl of pennies.) Now he had ten talents. The servant who received two
talents also put his talents to work and earned two more talents. (Pause for the second
servant to get two pennies from the second bowl of pennies.) Now, he had four talents.
But the third servant, the one who received one talent, went off and buried his talent in
the ground. (Pause for the third servant to bury his penny under the bowl of pennies.)
When the master returned, he called his servants in to settle their money with him. The
servant who received five talents came to the master and said, “Sir, you gave me five
talents. I have earned five more. Here are ten talents for you.” (Pause for the first servant
to display his ten pennies.)
The master said, “You are a good and faithful servant! You took good care of these few
talents, so now I will put you in charge of many things! Come and be happy with me!”
The second servant came to the master and said, “Sir, you gave me two talents. I have
earned two more talents. Here are four talents for you.” (Pause for the second servant to
display his four pennies.)
The master said to him, “You have done well! You have been faithful with these two
talents, so now I will put you in charge of many things. Be happy with me!”
Then the third servant came before the master and said, “Master, I know you are a hard
man to please. I know that you reap and gather where you haven’t even planted seeds.
I was afraid, so I hid the talent in the ground. (Pause for the third servant to retrieve and
display his penny.) See, here is your talent.”
The master said to him, “You are a lazy and evil servant! If you knew this about me, then
at least you should have put my talent in the bank where it would earn interest. Give me
that talent, and I will give it to my servant who had ten talents.” (Pause, take the penny
from the third servant and give it to the first servant.)
—Based on Matthew 25:14-30
OPTION FOR OLDER KIDS: Allow several kids to take turns reading verses of the story
from Scripture. Stop at each appropriate point, and allow volunteers to do the actions
above.
REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY								
Ask: “By the end of the story how many talents did the first servant have?” (eleven) Ask
the first servant to display his pennies and to count them if necessary.
Ask: “By the end of the story how many talents did the second servant have?” (four) Invite
the second servant to display his pennies and count them if necessary.
Ask: “By the end of the story how many talents did the third servant have? (none) Lead
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TEACHING PLAN
the third servant to hold out empty hands.
Ask: “Why do you think the master in the story rewarded the first two servants and
punished the third servant?” Answers will vary. Emphasize that the first two servants used
what they had wisely and well while the third servant did not use his talent at all.
Conclude: “The first two servants were good and faithful stewards because they made
good choices. The third servant was a bad steward because he made a bad choice. You
also can be a good and faithful steward by using the time, possessions, abilities, and
talents God gives you.”

APPLICATION
This time will reinforce the learning in the large group through guided
question and answer and other activities.
DISCUSSION GUIDE									
Review the Bible story. Say: “You will review today’s Bible story with two motions, thumbs
up or thumbs down. As I read each review statement, if it is true, put thumbs up. If it is
not true, put your thumbs down.” Begin the game by reading the following questions. For
each false answer, ask a volunteer for what really happened in the story:
1. Today’s story was a parable told by Jesus. (true)
2. The master decided to go on a trip. (true)
3. The master had four servants. (false—three servants)
4. The servant with five talents hid them. (false—He turned them into ten talents.)
5. The second servant, with two talents, turned them into four. (true)
6. The third servant lost his talent. (false—He buried it.)
7. The master was pleased with the first two servants. (true)
8. The master called the third servant lazy and evil. (true)
Guide the kids to talk about things they “manage,” such as time, money, talents, chores,
school work, and so on. Lead the boys and girls to explain how they manage the things
they mentioned and evaluate if God would be pleased with their actions. Give the kids
pencils. Help them complete “Good Steward Ruler” on their activity pages.
OPTION FOR OLDER KIDS: Instead of doing thumbs up or down, play a true/false game.
Add additional questions as needed.
ACTIVE APPLICATION ACTIVITY							
Assign three different spots in the room as “Agree,” “Disagree,” and “Not sure” (using signs
if you wish). Invite the kids to listen to the statements and move to the wall or area that
states how they feel about the statement. Read each statement and allow the kids to
respond. Kids may disagree on their answers.
1. Just like the master in the story, God gives different talents to different people.
2. A talent can represent money, time, ability, or possessions.
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3. God gives some people a lot.
4. Some people have nothing to use for God.
5. God has given you something you can use for Him.
6. God does not care how you use what He gives you.
7. You can use what God gives you to help someone know about God and His Son, Jesus.
Comment: “You are in charge of what God gives you. You can be a faithful steward if you
use what God gives you to honor and please Him.”
MEMORY VERSE REVIEW								
Lead the kids to read aloud 1 Corinthians 4:2 from the poster. Ask: “According to this
verse, when God gives you something, how should you treat it?” (should be faithful to
use it wisely and well)
Say: “I will number the words for a memory verse game.” Use a bold marker to write a
number above each word. Number each word in numerical order.
Lead the kids to form teams of 5 to 10 kids. Give each team a photocopy of the memory
verse and scissors. Instruct one child on each team to cut apart the words and reference
and toss them in the box.
Mix up the words and place the box in a central location. Assign a teacher to one or
more teams. Tell the kids: “Listen to the number your coach calls out. Look at the poster
to know which word to find. Take giant steps to and from the box, look for the word, and
bring it back to your team. As your team collects the words, put the verse in order to win
the verse game. Ready? Go!”
Play several rounds and switch teams to add interest.
End the game. Lead the kids to read aloud the memory verse. Then ask the children to
close their eyes as you tape index cards over one or two words. Guide them to repeat
the verse, supplying the missing words. Continue in this manner until the boys and girls
say the verse from memory.

PRAYER GUIDE
Remind kids that in the parable, all the talents were from the master. Just like
that, God gives us everything we have. None of it is ours. Ask children to say
a ‘thank you’ prayer to God. Encourage them to thank God for the talents,
blessings, earthly gifts He has given us, and the chance we have to be faithful
stewards. Lead kids to pray, popcorn style, by voicing their prayer at any time.
A leader can open and close the prayer time.
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